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The large RV tumbled side over side down the mountain, then began flipping end over end, until it slammed onto the valley floor in a cloud of dust and a rending shriek of metal. Ray and June, trapped inside, mercifully died in the first rollover. What follows continues from my own imagination. 

June stepped away from her body into a spring-like morning. Lovely music greeted her ears. Light splashed around her body with vibrant, textured colors. Then the applause began. She felt it even as she heard it. Like waves of energy rising in her body, each building to a crescendo of joy, her shoulders lifted erect. With wonder she saw hundreds of bright angels all smiling and clapping for her. Then she saw her mother and her father she had never seen, also clapping their hands and cheering. She ran to them, tears of joy on her face, her heart bursting with feeling. "I can't believe I'm here," June stammered to her mother. "Sweetheart," her mom chuckled, "Where else would you be? It was so obvious that you love Jesus. We know you didn't want to spend the rest of your life traveling in that RV like a vagabond. Yet you honored your husband's wishes and took those moments given you and loved Jesus in them. You treated every person you came across with the kindness of God. And you learned to trust Jesus with everything. Where else would you be found?" 

Ray, on the other hand, stepped away from his body into a misty black darkness. Groping around wildly, cold fear entered his soul. Then a blue flame-tinged appearance leered down at him, began to tear at his arms, and mocked him: "You had it your way all those years-now, you will have it our way!" 

May our lives end like June and not like Ray! Hell is not just for the vicious. It is also for completely ordinary people like Ray, who view life as a means to exact all the pleasure they can. Hell is the place of last resort for those who steadfastly refuse to do God's will, so they can do their own instead. Frank Sinatra sang, "I did it my way." I hope that was not really true of him. Jesus will save all who call on him. Yet, for those who refuse Jesus, Scripture has this warning: "He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power..." (2 Th 1:9) 

Our life has a God-ordained starting point and a God-ordained ending point. Like running a race, our goal is to finish well. But what God means by finishing well is not at all what our culture proposes. Finishing well before God has nothing to do with cruises or RV touring. Is God against vacations? Not at all. But he is against idolatry. And pleasure is the false god of our age. Where is your heart? Is it set on your pleasures or set on loving God? 

To finish well is to complete the task God has set before us. The Apostle Paul said, "I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me." (Acts 20:23) The Apostle Paul did complete his task. He wrote awaiting his execution, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." (2 Tim 4:7) 

The Bible assures us that HOW we finish our life will effect our eternity. This is not said to move us into frantic efforts to curry favor with God. It is simply the truth about life. Our faithfulness in the few, small things we are entrusted with now, determines in large part what God will entrust us with in the future. "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!" (Mt 25:21) 

What is your God-given task to finish? That, of course, only God can show you. In general terms though, his "task" will 1) have something to do with your helping the world become a better place, 2) be something you are doing WITH Christ and, 3) will involve significant sacrifice on your part. The Bible says "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." (Eph 2:10) It is possible to miss what God had for you. The thief on the cross wasted his life. That is the sobering reality. It is also possible to start faithfully, but then quit. But it is also possible to begin afresh. In Jesus' parable "The Workers in the Vineyard," those hired at the last were rewarded the same as those hired first. 

For many people, the full fruition of their God-given service may occur after retirement. My own father, for example, after having worked for 30 years as a university professor, spent the remaining 10 years of his life helping lead a ministry with the poor of his community. I can assure you that whatever satisfaction his teaching career provided, his life had more point and joy from those last 10 years ministering to the poor than in all prior years. My dad finished well. I too want to finish well. So do you. 

Where do you start? Start with surrender. Deliberately give over to God everything about your self. You may even want to write it down in a letter to Jesus. Transfer ownership of your self to God. Everything you are, everything you own, everything you want to become. Your past, your present, your future. Your fears, your hopes, your dreams. Your family, your friends, your job, your recreations. Especially give over your money and your time! Ask God to show you how to live the remainder of your days. 

Take each small task, and love God in that task. Finish, pause, pray for guidance, and then take on the next small task, also in love to God. Make plans for the future, certainly, but be open for God's interruptions. This life of loving God in the small things will grow into days, weeks, months, years, decades. A destiny will then follow. We who follow Jesus do not need a "bucket list" of things to do before we die. Whatever we didn't get to do in this life, we will get to do in the next-or something better. Let us live this moment in love to God. 
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